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previous writers, even though I disapprove of it." (p. 21). We can- 
not agree with Mr. Chapman in this theory, and see no real valid rea- 
son why we should perpetuate the errors of our predecessors in the 
science of ornithology. 

The classification of the birds of Trinidad adopted by Mr. Chapman 
is the only faulty feature of this otherwise careful work by a Natural- 
ist who has thus far in his career earned a reputation for great pains- 
taking. 

He divides the Trinidad avifauna simply into two primary orders 
— the passeres and the macrochires. 

In the first named the following families are represented, viz: the 
Turdidce ; the Troglodytidce [Sic] ; the ifniotiltidce ; the Cmrebidm ; the 
Vireonidce ; the Hirundinidce ; the Tanagridas ; the Fringillidce ; the 
IcteridcB ; the Tyrannidm; the Pipridce; the Cotingidce; the Dendro- 
eolaptidw ; and the Formicariidce. 

This may answer for the Passeres, but his order Macrochires is very 
carelessly arranged. In it he retains the " Humming-birds, Swifts, 
Goat-suckers, etc., " and leads off with the family Troehilidw, between 
which and the Swifts there appears no family dividing line ; nor is 
there between the Swifts and the Goat-suckers. The " etc. " given 
above seems to include also without dividing family lines, Wood-peck- 
ers, Kingfishers, Trogons, Jacamars, Cuckoos, Toucans, Parrots, Owls, 
Vultures, Hawks and Pigeons, Jacamas, and indeed all the rest of the 
avifauna of the Island, including all the water-birds. At the close of 
the " list " some of the birds are enumerated entirely in their wrong 
places in the system. I refer to the point where Crypturus pileatus 
follows Golymbus dominieus. 

The writer of this review has long since failed to recognize the 
naturalness of the so-called order "Macrochires," but here certainly is 
an application of it that is, at the best, quite unique in ornithological 
literature. — R. W. Shufeldt. 

Memoirs of the National Academy of Sciences, Vol. VI, 2 

embraces 331 pages, of which the following is the list of contents ; — 
On the Capture of Comets by Planets, especially their Capture by 
Jupiter, by H. A. Newton. — Atmospheric Electricity, by Robert Cat- 
lin, U. S. A. — On Certain New Methods and Results in Optics, by C. 
S. Hastings. — The Proteids or Abuminoids of the Oat Kernel, by T. B. 
Osborne. — A Comparison of Antipodal Faunas, by Theodore Gill. — 
Families and Sub-Families of Fishes, by Theodore Gill. — Human 

2 Memoirs of the National Academy of Sciences, Vol. VI. Washington, 1893. 
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Bones of the Hemenway Collection in the U. S. Army and Medical 
Museum, by W. Matthews, Surgeon, U. S. A., Dr. J. L. Wortman and 
Dr. J. S. Billings. — Further Studies on the Brain of IAmulus polyphe- 
mus, with notes on its Embryology, by A. S. Packard. 
Four of the eight memoirs are profusely illustrated. 

A Dictionary of Birds. 3 — Under this title, Professor Newton 
publishes a series of articles contributed to the ninth edition of the 
Encyclopedia Britannica, modified and supplemented by recent acqui- 
sitions to the knowledge of the Avian history. The contributions of 
Dr. Gadow bring the anatomical portion up to date, and those of Dr- 
Lydekker furnish the paleontology. The material is arranged in 
alphabetical order and includes the names of birds in common use,, 
excluding local names except such as have found their way into some 
sort of literature ; technical terms ; and all of the important branches 
of Ornithology ; as flight, migration, extermination, embryology, eggs, 
color, geographical distribution, etc. 




Lophopsitlacus mattritianns M-Edw. ; the extinct parrot of Mauritius. 

The numerous illustrations add to the attractiveness of the work. 
Many of those representing the bill, wings and feet, are those pub- 

3 A Dictionary of Birds, by Alfred Newton; assisted by Hans Gadow; with 
contributions from R. Lydekker, C. S. Roy and R. W. Shufeldt. Pt. I and II. 
London, 1893, Adam and Charles Black, Publishers. 



